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Sir ' In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1 .56, applicant(s) 

h e r eb y notifyth e U.S.PatentandTrademarkOf fi ceof t he documents which .are listedonthe 
attached PTO-1449 form which the Examiner may deem relevant to patentability of the 
claims of the above-identified application. One copy of each of the listed documents rs 
submitted herewith. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (without a 
Certification under 37 CFR §1.97 (e)) after the later of three months from the apples 
filing date and the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before a Fmal 
Office Action or Notice of Allowance (whichever is earlier), and therefore . apphcanUs 
requesting the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office to charge Deposit Account No. 01-1 125 for 
the fee of $240.00 under 37 CFR §1.17(p). 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that 
any such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present apphcafion. 

demise remove any listed document as a competent reference against the clauns of the 
present application. 



Serial No. 09/886J700Tiled June 21, 2001 



Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form 
PTO-1449 be returned in accordance with MPEP § 609. 



Respectfully submitted, 
RONALD E. HIGHSM1TH ET AL. 



By: ffifar**" 

Melanie L. Brown 
Applicants' Attorney 
Registration No. 31,592 
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